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Comparative Analysis on the Policies and Initiatives for Promoting Zero-
Waste Cities in China and Other Developed Countries

ZHENG Kaifang"?, WEN Zongguo'?*, CHEN Yan'?
[1. State Key Joint Laboratory of Environment Simulation and Pollution Control (SKJLESPC), School of Environment, Tsinghua
University, Beijing 100084, China; 2.Industrial Energy Saving and Green Development Assessment Center, Tsinghua University,
Beijing 100084, China]

Abstract: Working towards “Zero Waste” has become an international trend in order to cope with the severe challenges of solid waste
pollution that many cities are facing. China has also launched the “Zero-Waste City” pilot program as one of the important tasks for
preventing the solid waste pollution. This paper introduces the background and development of worldwide “Zero-Waste Cities”, and
conducts a comparative analysis on the macro-level policies, as well as the implementation plans of selected cases of “Zero-Waste
Cities” in China and other high-income countries.The results show that the challenges of solid waste management differ between China
and those high-income countries, leading to the country-specific differences in policies and initiatives for promoting the implementation
of “Zero-Waste Cities”. China has adopted a “problem-oriented” strategy to design the policies and implementation plans, while other
high-income countries adopted the “goal-oriented” approach. This paper also provides four suggestions for the future improvement of
China’s “Zero-Waste City” pilot program.

Keywords: Zero-Waste City; promoting policies; pilot measurements; sustainable solid waste management; comparative analysis
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