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Abstract: To counter the public health hazards caused by environmental pollution, the United States established an environmental health regulatory 
system marked by coordination and cooperation of two key federal agencies: The Environmental Protection Agency(EPA); and the Department of 
Health and Human Services(HHS). Sharing the goal of protecting public health, EPA focuses on regulating the “polluters”, and HHS pays more 
attention on providing services, particularly to the “potential victims” of pollution. On the federal level, EPA and HHS work closely together in 
regulation and research activities. Locally, regional EPAs enforce federal regulations and assist the state governments in implementing environmental 
laws, and local HHS provide health and medical services. This article studies EPA-HHS cooperation at national and local levels in terms of rule-
making and environmental incident management. Experience of the US offers valuable insights to China’s ongoing institutional development, 
suggesting that environmental management in China should follow the lead of public health priorities, reform existing institutions to incorporate risk 
management designs, build environmental institutions with the rule of law, and further scientific research to develop the environmental health risk 
information system. 
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显不足。环境与健康信息系统没有建立，部门间的信息

共享无从谈起。

鉴于我国的实际情况，应着手分阶段、有步骤地推

进环境与健康科学研究及信息系统建设，着力加快信息

共享步伐。加强环境与健康科技支撑能力建设，研究适

用于我国的环境健康风险评估技术；加强环境与健康综

合监测能力建设，逐步提高有关环境与健康监测信息的

处理能力，为开展环境健康风险预测与预警服务。组织

开展具有前瞻性的环境与健康调查，为政府科学决策和

开展有效的环境与健康管理提供技术支撑。
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