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Japan’s Urban Environmental Problems and Improvement:
Policies and Planning
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Abstract: Japan is the earliest country in Asia that started its urbanization nearly a century ago, and now, 86% of the
population lives in the administrative areas of cities. In the process of development, especially in the rapid development
periods, there had been a wide range of environmental problems that threatened the urban life. Efforts have been made over
several decades to fundamentally improve the living environment in cities. Moreover, Japan has also achieved remarkable
outcomes in resource recycling and low-carbon society building. This paper sheds light on the changing domains of urban
environmental issues and the countermeasures taken by the Japanese government since the 1950s. Insights into Japan’s
environmental laws, policies and projects in different development stages are provided and the recent policy transformation

from eco-cities to a low-carbon-society is particularly elaborated.
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