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Study on the Evaluation System of Water Resource Protection Target
Responsibility in Taihu Lake Basin
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Abstract: Building a scientific system to evaluate the environmental protection target responsibility is an important
tool to achieve environmental protection goals in China. As the real implementer of environmental policies, the local
environmental protection bureau (EPB) should be the main target of the responsibility evaluation system. This paper studied
the implementation of the water resource protection target responsibility evaluation mechanisms of EPBs in the Taihu Lake
basin from three aspects: the setting of evaluation indicators, the implementation of evaluation process, and the application
of evaluation results. This study indicates that there were several problems in the current evaluation mechanism such as the
inappropriate setting of evaluation indicators, high costs of the implementation process, and lack of incentives to the local
EPBs to response to the evaluation results. This paper also provided several policy recommendations, including improving the
current evaluation indicator system, coordinating the relationships of different policy implementation departments, and better
application of the evaluation results.
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